
The Kauai Graduation for the Inside Wireperson 

Apprenticeship Class of 2009 was held at the 

Sheraton Kauai Resort in Poipu Beach on July 

10, 2010 with live music by Shilo Pa.  This 

event marked a new stage in these menõs lives, 

as they have undergone five years of vigorous 

schooling in order to graduate from an Appren-

ticeship Program which demands commitment, 

quick thinking, dexterity, strength and more 

much.  The Kauai apprenticeship graduates 

stand-out because they are humble and hard-

working; representing the kind of workers and 

individuals who give their very best despite be-

ing faced with difficult tasks and decisions.   

Kauai Business Representative, Richard Jose, 

spoke highly of the graduates, òEach individual 

was pushed to the test and faced numerous 

challenges in this industry in the toughest eco-

nomic times I have seenéthese apprentices 

will be the new leaders of our ever-changing 

industry.ó  Keynote speaker, Mayor Bernard P. 

Carvalho, Jr., expressed his appreciation for LU 

1186 as one of the first unions to come for-

ward in support of him when he ran for Mayor.  

He gave an inspiring speech of encouragement 

which shed positive light on the future of Kauai 

in regards to projects which will open opportuni-

ties in the electrical field.  òWeõre going to need 

all of you because signs show that the economy 

will be getting betteréOur country will be put-

ting out more than forty million dollars in capital 

improvement projects over the next yearé

projects include installation of new playgrounds 

and park equipment, road resurfacing, waste 

water facility upgrades, neighborhood center 

improvements, lining retrofits and much more.ó   

The graduates, one-by-one, were called to the 

front of the stage to accept their diplomas.  The 

smiles on their faces and laughter amongst 

them spread a warm feeling throughout the lively event 

hall.  Peter Akamu, President of LU 1186, summed the 

event up wonderfully when he said, òApprentices today 

are closing one chapter of the book of life and opening 

another new chapter - and with that new chapter comes 

independence, responsibilities and a lot more learn-

ing.ó 

(Graduates: Virgilio E. Balilea, Jr., Marlo A. Caoagas, 

Raym K. Jerves, Justin K. Kashiwabara, Alan T. Matsu-

moto, Jarom Raymond, Alapai M. Schrader, Shiler M. 

Sugimura, Travis L. Sumida) 

Front row L-R: Alan Matsumoto, Raym Jerves, Shiler Sugi-

mura 

Back row L-R: Marlo Caoagas, Justin Kashiwabara, Travis 

Sumida, Alapai Schrader 
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Kauai Business Representative, Richard 

Jose with his wife 

Front row L-R: Alan Matsumoto, Raym Jerves, Shiler Sugimura, Duane Curammeng 

Back row L-R: Marlo Caoagas, Justin Kashiwabara, Travis Sumida, Alapai Schrader,  

Ralph Tokuda, Ronald Sakoda 

Keynote Speaker, Mayor Bernard P. Carvalho, Jr. 


